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Dear Family,

As pupils move into Year 6, parents/carers can make the decision that it is now appropriate for their child to walk to school and/or home without an adult. Some parents introduce this gradually by walking part of the journey with their child. Some parents also take the decision that it is at this point that they consider giving their child some access to a mobile phone. Before your child can be allowed to walk to or to leave school at home time without an adult, it is essential that you read through, discuss with your child and then ensure they understand all of the following rules, designed to keep the children as safe as possible:
PLEASE RETAIN THIS SHEET AS REFERENCE AND RETURN THE SIGNED AGREEMENT FORM TO THE SCHOOL.

	Rule:
	Rationale:

	I will walk straight from home to school in the morning, arriving after the gates open at 8:30 and before classroom doors shut at 8:55.
	My journey should be timed to be as short as possible- to maximise safety.

	I will leave the school premises straight away (3:20 at Haydons Road or 3:30 at Hanover Road), including on days where after school events, such as parents evening are taking place. I walk straight home.
	My family knows when I should be leaving and when I should be arriving. 

	I understand I am still representing All Saints’ as I walk home, therefore must follow All Saints’ rules.
	Poor behaviour could damage the reputation of the school.

	I understand ‘Stranger Danger’ and know what to do if I feel unsafe.
	You understand what to do should you ever feel unsafe.

	I don’t wear headphones or listen to music when walking without an adult.
	This makes me less safe as I can’t hear traffic or a stranger.

	If my parents have given me access to a mobile phone, I understand that when I am on school premises, I am only allowed to use it to inform my parents of my safe arrival, as soon as I arrive.  It is then turned straight off, handed into the office, and only turned on again when I have been dismissed from class. I may contact my parents to inform that I am leaving.
	Use of technology requires close supervision. 

	I know that if I break the rules, my parents may be expected to bring me to school and collect me from school at home time.
	I may have become less safe.



Adult Agreement:
	I give permission for my child to walk to and/or make their way home from school without an adult.

	I have spoken with my child about the rules above and agree that they must be followed.

	I understand that I am responsible for my child until they have entered school premises, when the gates open at 8:30, and after they have left school premises at 3:20 (Haydons Road) or 3:30 (Hanover Road).

	If I have given my child some access to a mobile phone, I have read through and considered the school’s advice for parents on mobile phones.

	I understand that if my child is involved in an unsafe or anti-social activity on their way to or from school, I agree that they may no longer be allowed to walk without an adult.



SIGNED AGREEMENT ON TRAVELLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL SAFELY:

	AGREEMENT BY THE CHILD:

	Rule:
	Rationale:

	I will walk straight from home to school in the morning, arriving after the gates open at 8:30 and before classroom doors shut at 8:55.
	My journey should be timed to be as short as possible, to maximise safety.

	I will leave the school premises straight away (3:20 at Haydons Road or 3:30 at Hanover Road), including on days where after school events, such as parents evening are taking place. I walk straight home.
	My family knows when I should be leaving and when I should be arriving. 

	I understand I am still representing All Saints’ as I walk home, therefore must follow All Saints’ rules.
	Poor behaviour could damage the reputation of the school.

	I understand Stranger Danger and know what to do if I feel unsafe.
	You understand what to do should you ever feel unsafe.

	I don’t wear headphones or listen to music when walking without an adult.
	This makes me less safe as I can’t hear traffic or a stranger.

	If my parents have given me access to a mobile phone, I understand that when I am on school premises, I am only allowed to use it to inform my parents of my safe arrival, as soon as I arrive.  It is then turned straight off, handed into the office, and only turned on again when I have been dismissed from class. I may contact my parents to inform that I am leaving.
	Use of technology requires close supervision. 

	I know that if I break the rules, my parents may be expected to bring me to school and collect me from school at home time.
	I may have become less safe.

	Child’s Name:


	Signed (Child):

	Date:




	PERMISSION FROM AND AGREEMENT BY THE ADULT:

	I give permission for my child to walk to and/or make their way home from school without an adult.

	I have spoken with my child about the rules above and agree that they must be followed.

	I understand that I am responsible for my child until they have entered school premises when the gates open at 8:30 and after they have left school premises at 3:20 (Haydons Road) or 3:30 (Hanover Road).

	If I have given my child some access to a mobile phone, I have read through and considered the school’s advice for parents on mobile phones.

	I understand that if my child is involved in an unsafe or anti-social activity on their way to or from school, I agree that they may no longer be allowed to walk without an adult.

	Adult’s Name and relationship to child:
	Signed (Adult):


	Date:






ADVICE FOR PARENTS CONSIDERING ALLOWING THEIR CHILD TO USE A MOBILE PHONE:

This can be a good idea. It can provide reassurance for both the child and the adult. If they walk to or from school without an adult, they can let you know they’re safely arrived, or where they are if they haven’t. They can also use their phone to call for help. Parents often cite this as the reason they buy their children a phone. The most important numbers to have are the people they need to contact in the above situations, likely to be parents, older siblings, other family members and the school. Make sure they always have the credit and battery to be able to do this.

Children are very keen to explore the other functions and thousands of apps available. The terms and conditions of the following apps requires its users to be 13 years old or over: Whatsapp, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram, Musical.ly and Spotify. Under 13s are not allowed Google accounts, meaning they are forbidden to upload to Youtube or create an account.
 Therefore no pupil at All Saints’ should have any of these apps on their phone or be using them. The age limits set for apps is to comply with the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act.

Over recent years, children have found using their phones responsibly very challenging. There have been instances of harassment, bullying and use of foul and abusive language. Even though these things happen outside of school, it has led to many children feeling upset or anxious. If any of this type of behaviour is reported to school, school must investigate. We always hope to resolve matters through talking to children and their families, although schools can by law, search content on phones or hand them to the police; we hope never to need to do this.

Tips:
*Check your child’s mobile phone to ensure all content is age appropriate
*Ensure they only have apps where they meet the minimum age restriction, https://www.net-aware.org.uk provides information about popular apps
*Ensure they and you know who everyone in their contact list is
*Ensure they have a passcode – and that you know it too
*Remind them they can always talk to you if they are feeling bullied or if anyone else is
*You may decide that initially, they will only use the phone for walking to and from school, then gradually allow more access
*Make use of security settings and restrictions that parents can put in place – On IPhone, go to Settings>General>Restrictions. On Android, go to Settings>Add user or profile. On Windows phone, go to My Family.
*Install a parental control app, e.g. Mobile Guardian, Screen Time, Qustodio, Net Nanny, TeenSafe or MMGuardian
*Sign a Mobile Phone Use Agreement with your child (many available online)

If you do decide that your child will bring a mobile phone to school, please read through our rules, found on the back of this sheet. We hope that parents will take time to discuss mobile phone use with their children, we all want children to feel safe and protected at home and at school.






RULES FOR MOBILE PHONE USE AT ALL SAINTS’ C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

	Rule:
	Rationale:

	Children who travel to or from school without their parents can carry a mobile phone.
	Children can contact parents if they feel unsafe. Children can inform parents of safe arrival at school/home.

	Children who travel to/from school with parents are not permitted to bring a mobile phone to school.
	No need. 

	Children should only use their phone when they arrive at school to contact parents. They should not be viewing videos, using the internet, taking pictures etc.
	This kind of activity must be supervised by an adult to ensure content is age appropriate. Photographs could later be posted/shared without permission.

	Mobile phones are stored in the School Office throughout the day.
	To ensure they are stored safely and securely.

	Children receive their mobile phone at home time, they may turn it on once they have been dismissed from class.
	To allow children to inform parents they are now leaving school and are on their way home.

	Headphones are not permitted. 
	Listening to music reduces children’s awareness, e.g. of traffic while road crossing, potential assailants.




We understand that there is a lot of information here, but hope that you will find it useful in making your decision

Yours faithfully
[image: ]



Angela Filsell
Head Teacher[image: ]
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